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Newman Catholic School  

Newsletter       Summer 2009 

Welcome to our 
summer newsletter.  
In this issue: 
 
- News from the year 
groups 
 
- News from the 
departments 
 
- Shakespeare 
Schools Festival 
  
- Information for 
parents 
 
- The Last Word ï 
from Fr Baron 
 
And much more é 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Another very exciting and productive term has passed.  As always at this time of year 
it is good to look back on our studentsô many achievements and contributions to the 
academic and extra-curricular life of the school ï drama, music, sport, dance, Young 
Enterprise, design and technology, art, fundraising, Fair Trade ï the list is endless!  It 
is also a sad time, as we say goodbye to Year 13 and to some of our Year 11s, their 
time at Newman at an end.  I look forward to sharing their successes as we anticipate 
some very positive exam results in August.  
 
In March we welcomed a team from Ofsted who, after a thorough inspection of 
teaching and learning, documents and studentsô work, and discussions with many 
staff and students, gave the school a very positive report.  It was very pleasing that 
they made a specific reference to the harmonious working community at Newman, to 
our caring ethos and to the studentsô personal development.   They also praised our 
broadening curriculum, our effective Sixth Form and the schoolôs capacity to improve 
further.   
 
The inspectors also recognised our desire to raise standards and to set high 
expectations so that students at Newman achieve the best they can.  They identified 
areas to focus on for further improvement - areas which we were already addressing.    
At Newman we are on a journey of development and improvement.  We want all 
students to reach their goals and we pride ourselves on knowing each student as an 
individual and being able to provide appropriate support and guidance during their 
time at Newman.   
 
Specialist school status in Engineering from September will bring new benefits and 
opportunities for our students in terms of equipment and curriculum.  A great deal of 
work has already started on building up partnerships with local employers.   
 
Building work on our new sports hall is nearing completion and we hope to have this 
ready for September.  This fantastic new facility will greatly strengthen our PE 
curriculum and our extra-curricular opportunities.    
 
We are an inclusive school, and Ofsted praised the care, guidance and support we 
give our students.  This term we were delighted to receive the Inclusion Charter Mark, 
one of only three Cumbrian secondary schools to achieve this award.   
 
Newman is an excellent school.  Our students are hardworking, friendly, polite and 
positive. Our staff are also remarkable and dedicated bringing many talents to their 
work. 
 
Please take the time to read this newsletter to find out what your child has been doing 
at school this term ï you may be surprised!  
 
I look forward to meeting many of you during the next academic year, and wish you a 
very happy summer holiday. 
 
 
J McAuley  
Headteacher 
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Positive links with primary schools 
 
Apart from an open evening for Year 5, this term we also 
hosted workshops and activities for pupils in Years 5 and 6.  
Students had a taste of new experiences ï from their first 
Spanish lesson to making a movie in ICT.   Some had a 
cooking lesson, while others participated in drama, art, 
design and technology workshops.  Newman is a 
community school and we look forward to building strong 
links with our partner primary schools.  We will be 
welcoming pupils from Year 4 for a science extravaganza 
before the end of term.  These sessions are not only 
valuable for the primary school pupils, but also allow for 
mentoring and personal development of our own students 
who are always happy to participate in these events.   
 

Holidays in term time 
 
We strongly urge parents to 
avoid booking family holidays 
during term time.  It is difficult 
for students to catch up on 
missed lessons and course 
work.   
 
Parents can request up to 10 
days holiday/absence during 
term time.  However, it is at the 
Headteacherôs discretion 
whether time off school will be 
authorised.  The school will 
take into consideration the 
individual circumstances of the 
student, such as attendance 
record, examination timetable, 
whole school commitments and 
academic progress.  
 
A holiday form should be 
requested from Mrs McGarvie, 
our attendance officer, 
completed and returned to 
school prior to any holidays 
being taken.  We appreciate 
your co-operation.   

Term dates ï 2009-2010 

Autumn Term 2009 

Tuesday 1 September INSET day ï students 
not in school 

Wednesday 2 
September 

Term starts ï Years 7 
and 12 

Thursday 3 September Term starts ï all 
students 

Friday 23 October INSET day ï students 
not in school 

26 ï 30 October Half term 

Friday 18 December End of term 

Spring Term 2010 

Monday 4 January 
2010 

INSET day ï students 
not in school 

Tuesday 5 January Start of spring term 
2010 

15 ï 19 February Half term 

Friday 26 March End of term 

 

Please make a note of these important dates!  

 

 

www.newman.cumbria.sch.uk 
 
We regularly update our school website 
and you can find school letters, diary 
items, events and links to other useful 
websites.  From September we will be 
hosting half termly questionnaires on 
the website in order to receive feedback 
on a wide range of topics.  Parent and 
student feedback is vital to the 
development of the school and we look 
forward to hearing from you.  If you 
have any suggestions for the website 
please contact Miss Brough.   
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From time to time we ask parents their views on 
uniform and the response has always been one of 
strong support for the school policy that all pupils 
should be in uniform until the end of Year 11.  We 
expect students to take a pride in their personal 
appearance and uniform should be worn at all 
times, including on the way to and from school.  
Items of fashion, such as garments with logos, are 
not allowed.   
 
Jewellery, apart from a wrist watch or small stud 
earrings, should not be worn for reasons of safety.  
Body piercing is not allowed.  Extreme hair styles 
and colours are not appropriate for school.   
 
Newman sweatshirts, polo shirts and PE kit may 
be obtained from the National Schoolwear Centre, 
Atlas Works, Denton Holme, Carlisle.  Black 
trousers, skirts and school shoes can be 
purchased from high street retailers.   

The school has a simple and smart uniform that 
should be worn correctly and with pride by its 
students at all times.  Parents are asked to ensure 
that their child leaves for school each morning 
wearing their school uniform in the correct 
manner.  Thank you for your support.  

School uniform 
White polo shirt with school badge 
Black trousers or skirt 
Grey sweatshirt with school badge 
Black or grey socks 
Plain black shoes (no trainers or fashion shoes) 
 
PE kit ς boys 
Newman red gym kit 
Newman rugby shirt 
Black shorts (not cycling shorts) 
Red football socks 
Football boots 
Training shoes ς with no mark soles for inside 
Football boots or trainers for outside 
 
PE kit ς girls 
Newman red gym kit 
Newman rugby shirt 
Black shorts (not cycling shorts) 
Red football socks 
Training shoes ς with no mark soles for inside 
Football boots or trainers for outside 
 
 

Exam results days 
 

AS/A2 results ï Thursday 20 August 
GCSE results ï Thursday 27 August 

 
Results can be collected from Science Lab 1 from 

9.30am on both days. 

 
If you are unable to collect your results and would 
like them posted home, please hand in to the 
exams officer an A4 stamped addressed envelope 
(with stamps to the value of 65p for 1

st
 class post, 

or to the value of 50p for 2
nd

 class post).   
Members of staff will be available on both days to 
discuss results and provide advice.  
 
If you have a query regarding your exam results or 
certificates please contact Mrs Brookes our exams 
officer. 

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 
Our extra curricular programme has proved 
to be even more popular this term, with 
activities ranging from athletics to tennis to 
watching films in our film club.   
 
We look forward to adding more activities to 
the programme in the autumn term and are 
always looking for volunteers to host clubs 
at lunchtime or after school.  New projects 
for September will include an engineering 
programme and the development of our 
gardening club.  
 
If you can help or have any ideas about how 
to develop our programme further please 
contact Miss Brough at school. 

 

Carlisle United Study Centre 

We are in the process of selecting students to have 

the opportunity to study at Carlisle United on a 

special programme which starts in September. 

Places are limited and students will be offered a 

place if they have good attendance ï over 95% - and 

a mature and enthusiastic attitude. Students will 

receive a guided tour of Brunton Park and hopefully 

the opportunity to meet some of the players. This is a 

10 week course and students and their parents will 

be invited to the final awards ceremony at the club in 

October. This is an annual course and we are very 

grateful to Carlisle United for providing this 

opportunity. 

 



4 
 

 
 
 
What a wonderful and successful year our Year 7s have had, and what an excellent start to 
their time at Newman!   
 
They have been superb ambassadors for the school - helping at open evenings, assisting 
with the transition programme for Year 6s, taking part in our school production, representing 
Newman at many sporting events and competitions, getting involved in the student 
parliament and taking part in many extra-curricular activities.   I am sure we have many 
budding musicians, dancers, actors, sportsmen and women and politicians in the making.    
 
The Year 7 students have also worked very hard and have been enthusiastically collecting 
good work stamps in recognition of their effort in school.   Many have earned a place on this 
summerôs Rewards Day as a result of their excellent attendance, positive attitude and good 
work.  The overall winning form group for good work stamps was 7SCT ï well done!   
 
By the time you read this newsletter some of the Year 7s will be away on the French trip to 
Normandy and Paris or on the history trip to Berlin.  For some it is their first time abroad and 
another big step in gaining confidence and independence.   
 
Now they can look forward to Year 8 and the next stage in their education.  I am sure they 
will continue to work hard and contribute fully to the life of the school and be excellent role 
models for next yearôs Year 7.   
 

Mrs Perkins (Head of Year 7) 
 
  The first year at Newman 

was great.  I did really well 

in certain subjects, and I 

also got to represent 

Cumbria in cross country. 

Nicky Townson  7JAR 

My time at Newman so 

far has been brilliant.  

The teachers are nice and 

make you feel welcome.  

I am looking forward to 

Year 8. 

Cameron Green 7SCT 

My first year has been different 

from primary school.  It has 

been more exciting ς meeting 

new people and having 

different class rooms.  It has 

been fun. 

Lucy Dent 7CHC 

Year 7 is very different from Year 6.  

There are lots of rooms and fun 

lessons.  I settled in easily.  Newman is 

ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ 

amazing friends. 

Lucy Williams 7OHJ 

I have really enjoyed Newman, 

making new friends and doing 

fun lessons. 

Bethany Mansfield 7JAC 
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Well done to form         for achieving most good work stamps in the 
year group.    
 
A special mention goes to Charlotte Coulson for her fantastic total of good work 
stamps! 
 
7SCT also had great success at sports day, scoring the most points in the year 
group and narrowly beating 7JAC and 7OHJ who came second and third 
respectively.    
 
 
 
  

Mr Taylor pictured above with his winning form 7SCT who were recently crowned Year 

т {ǇƻǊǘǎ 5ŀȅ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ άCƻǊƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ DƻƻŘ ²ƻǊƪ {ǘŀƳǇǎέΦ  aǊ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ 

presented awards to Lee Grove and Charlotte Coulson. 
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The final term of the year is to my mind always one of the busiest and this year has been no 
exception so far, with many more events to come.    As always, students in Years 8 and 9 
have played a full and active part in the life of the school ï sports awards dinner, dance 
festival and engineering week.  Many other events will be mentioned in this newsletter by 
colleagues, but there are other events which I would like to mention specifically.   
 
 
Year 9 
 
The whole year group was invited to an Army presentation held in school in May to see and 
hear for themselves how the modern Army functions.  Following on from this a group of 21 
students accepted the Armyôs invitation to a careers day held at Catterick Garison in June.   
 
More recently, Year 9 was given the opportunity to watch a play performed by the Brief 
Candle Theatre Company ï ñTightò ï which looked at the issues of under-age drinking.  All 
students enjoyed this very powerful and 
thought provoking production.   
 

 
    
Year 8 
 
I am hopeful that the same opportunities will be presented to all Year 8 students next year as 
they move into Year 9.  It is once again pleasing to see so many individuals heavily involved 
in a variety of different activities and events.   
 
Now we all look forward to the summer break and ahead to September when, I am sure, 
another varied and fulfilling year will begin.   
 
 

Mr Miller (Head of Years 8 and 9)    


