
Novels,poetry and non fiction guides to prepare you for your new 

school 

 

New Kid by Jerry Craft (graphic novel) 

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about 

his life. But instead of sending him to the art school of his dreams, his parents 

enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its academics, where Jordan 

is one of the few kids of color in his entire grade. 

As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment to the 

upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between 

two worlds—and not really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate 

his new school culture while keeping his neighborhood friends and staying true 

to himself? 

 

Guts by Raina Telgemeier (graphic novel) 

Raina wakes up one night with a terrible upset stomach. Her mom has one, too, 

so it's probably just a bug. Raina eventually returns to school, where she's 

dealing with the usual highs and lows: friends, not-friends, and classmates who 

think the school year is just one long gross-out session. 

It soon becomes clear that Raina's tummy trouble isn't going away... and it 

coincides with her worries about food, school, and changing friendships. What's 

going on? 

 

 

Smile by Raina Telgemeier (graphic novel) 

Raina just wanted to be a normal girl, but one night after Girl Scouts she trips 

and falls severely injuring her two front teeth. What follows is a long and 

frustrating journey with on-again, off-again braces, surgery, embarrassing 

headgear and even a retainer with fake teeth attached. And on top of all that, 

there's stil more to deal with: a major earthquake, boy confusion and friends 

who turn out to not be so friendly. 

 

 

 

 



Everything All at Once by Steven Camden (poetry) 

A beautiful collection of poems about one week in a secondary school where 

everything happens all at once. Zooming in across a cast of characters, who 

share moments that span everything from hoping to make it to the end of the 

week, facing it, fitting in, finding friends and falling out, to loving lessons, losing 

it, and worrying, wearing it well and worshipping from afar. 

 

 

 

 

Go Big: The Secondary School Guide by Matthew Burton 

Secondary school can seem scary. Corridors are wide, older students look 

terrifying and there’s homework, messy friendships and stressful exams to 

deal with.  But, whether you’re about to land at secondary school or you’re 

still settling in, Mr Burton is here to guide you through your journey - worry-

free. From your first day to your final exams, this handbook will have you 

achieving, succeeding and being the best you 

 

 

 

You are Awesome: Find Your Confidence and Dare to be Brilliant at (Almost) 

Anything by Matthew Syed 

I’m no good at sport ... I can’t do maths ... I really struggle with exams ... Sound 

familiar? If you believe you can’t do something, the chances are you won’t try. 

But what if you really could get better at maths, or sport or exams? In fact, 

what if you could excel at anything you put your mind to? You Are Awesome 

can help you do just that, inspiring and empowering young readers to find the 

confidence to realise their potential. 

 

 

 

 


